[Sender’s address]

[Date]

[Addressee]

Dear [name of MP]
RE:  PINCH/PRONG DOG TRAINING COLLARS 
I write to you in relation to the controversy surrounding the abovementioned dog training collar.  

As a [dog-owner/dog enthusiast/dog-trainer], I would like to address some of the reasons why these collars are actually beneficial to the welfare of dogs and why the collars should not be viewed in a dim light, as portrayed by some other organisation/s who preclude them from their agenda.

The “pinch” (aka “prong” or “German Training”) collar is made up of links, each link comprising of two inward facing bent “prongs” (hence the name).  The collar, by its own make-up, does not look attractive to the uneducated and is therefore as easy subject for scorn and disdain.  However, once the action and effect of the collar is known and understood, one can more easily understand how in fact these collars are the more kind compared to many of the training devises currently and readily available to consumers.

The inter-facing prongs are blunt and contrary to other propaganda based claims, are NOT designed to pierce or puncture the skin nor to “dig-in” to the dog’s neck.  Conversely, they are designed to ‘pinch’ the skin on the dog’s neck, without causing physical damage either to the skin, or to the dog’s muscular or skeletal structure (unlike the head-collar or other commonly promoted and available training equipment used by consumers).  
Because the action of the ‘pinch’ is effective in altering a dog’s behaviour, the action is short-lived and given less frequently, due to escalation of learning by the dog.  This results in a happy but more congenially behaved dog both at home and within the community and avails the dog more frequent opportunity for praise and reward that it had not previously received under the influence of other less effective (yet potentially more physically damaging) training devices.

The pinch collar is “limited slip”.  In other words, its very design does NOT permit unlimited constriction.  This cannot be said for other training devices such as the head-collar or check chain.
There is NO evidence of harm having been caused to a dog by the use of a pinch collar and this fact is confirmed in writing by the Victorian Government.  The same cannot be said for other training devices.

Recently the APDT (Association of Pet Dog Trainers) have made an effort to proclaim its disapproval of the use of the prong collar and in the apparent absence of evidence of proof to support their disapproving view have quoted the American Humane Association’s “Guide to Humane Dog Training” as its reference.

The following is an extract from that very same booklet referenced and promoted by Dr. Debbie Calnon, spokesperson appointed by the APDT for the purpose :

“PRONG COLLAR ... Recommendation
Conditionally recommended as a humane training restraint, the design of this collar is to gain your dog’s attention through discomfort and/or pain via the pointed* metal prongs, which means this collar creates strong stimulation with little effort.  Although this makes it an ideal choice for certain situations (such as a fragile or weak owner, dogs with fragile trachea, rambunctious dogs, or ones not responding to other neck collars) head halters offer the same benefits without the pain, and are therefore a more humane restraint.  However, if a dog is traumatised by wearing a head halter, then a prong collar can be an alternative training restraint.”

(Highlights inserted for ease of reference and clarity of point)

*NOTE : A major fact to take into account in relation to the AHA booklet is that the prongs on the pinch collar are NOT pointed.  This would appear to be a grave error on the part of the AHA in its description of the collar and deserves to have attention drawn to it.  The prongs on the pinch collar are in fact blunted off.  Some styles also include rubber tips.

Head collars are not the “painless” and “more humane” restraint, given the evidence of physical harm that is fairly freely and commonly available, and given the numbers of dogs who even when introduced to the head-collar in the slow and gentle manner prescribed by the manufacturers and advocates of the head-collar, persist in agitating for its removal (even when in the ‘release’ position).  Even the RSPCA of South Australia state that “very few dogs will immediately accept a head collar and walk willingly on one” and that “pulling roughly on a head collar could injure the dog” 1  
Pointing out the weaknesses/inadequacies of other freely (and commonly heralded training devices)  only forms a small (albeit valid) point in the purpose for this communication with you now, but it does make one wonder on the agenda of an organisation when it promotes a management tool that has (inadvertently or not) caused harm, yet decries a tool for which no evidence of harm exists???
The essential point of this letter is to communicate to you that there are dogs and people who benefit from the use of the pinch collar, over and above other available training/management devices and therefore access to and use of the pinch or prong collar should not be decreed against by law, as this in itself would be in opposition to the very essence of “dog welfare” for many dogs and in some cases discriminatory to the people.

Further, the training of dogs with the pinch collar is efficient and this efficiency benefits dogs, the dogs’ owners and the community in general.

Spokesperson for the APDT, Dr. Debbie Calnon says “... I consider reward based training methods to be safer and more reliable for training dogs.”  But the use of any type of training tool does not automatically go to preclude the owner from providing of rewards.  Many dogs do not respond well and reliably to “reward ONLY based training methods” and use of an effective and efficient training tool – one for which NO evidence of harm exists – should NOT be prohibited.

Dr. Debbie Calnon also states “prong collars are only an effective training tool if they punish an undesirable behaviour. ...”  The same could be said of any available training tool, including the head collar.  
Even the Delta Society itself (to which Dr. Debbie Calnon prescribes) says :  
“...Pinch collars ... restrict how much the collars tighten around the dog’s neck.  The “U”-shaped part of the collar is made from a series of metal links with metal prongs on the end, facing the inside.  This part of the collar is just long enough such that the prongs put pressure on the dog’s neck.  The continuous loop restricts the amount the collar tightens around the dog’s neck. ... May be effective with lower level of handler skill than some other collars...”2
The Delta Society also writes :

“When held back with a leash, some dogs may behave more aggressively upon meeting other dogs or people. A leash attached to a collar should not be kept continuously tight, as the pressure on the dog's neck and throat can cause pain, injury, or restriction of the airway. The extent of these risks is influenced by the choice of collar. A continuously tight leash can also make it more difficult to develop off-leash control. "  (link supplied hereunder)  
So it goes without saying that the most efficient training towards achieving loose lead walking is ultimately in the dog’s best interests.  Furthermore, the pinch collar’s design is such that pressure spans (like a bridge, if you will) over the dog’s throat rather than across the throat as is the case with the majority of other freely accessible training tools and restraints.
From an article by Kersti Seksel BVSc(Hons), MRCVS, MA(Hons), FACVSc(Animal Behaviour), Dipl ACVB, CMAVA, Dip ECVBM-CA. in relation to an article on Socialisation, training and pet owner competencies :
“On a per capita basis, Australia is the largest pet owning community in the world.  However, each year about 20% of urban dogs are surrendered to pounds and animal shelters and of these, 80% are euthanased.  In 1989 about 20 million dogs were surrendered to animal shelters and surveys indicated that 50-80% of these were because of behaviour problems.

The largest cause of death of puppies under one year of age is said to be euthanasia due to behavioural problems.  Indeed, most dogs do not live to their full age potential with the average age of dogs in Australia estimated to be only 3.5 years.  In fact, behaviour problems are now considered to be the number one reason for euthanasia in pets, regardless of age. 

... In another survey 25.6% owners surrendering their dog did so because of behavioural problems in their pet.  The most common problems were boisterousness (10%)....  Of the dogs that were rehomed, 17.4% were returned to the shelter and 69.2% of these dogs were surrendered because of behavioural problems.”3

Helping people train their dogs efficiently especially when other methods and tools have failed will surely assist in reducing the event of abandonment, surrender and in many cases, euthanasia.  This would be in the interests of dog-welfare, the owner and the community.

Information pertaining to the benefits of use of both the pinch collar (both for the owner, community and also to the dog’s welfare) is abounding and I could go on.  For more information or reference sources, please do not hesitate to contact me at the address given herein.

 I trust that you will not be the Government who advocates preclusion of (or the Government who insists on persisting to preclude) the use of the pinch collar under the guise of “animal welfare” as to do so is counterproductive both in terms of dog training, dog owners, the community, and certainly not the least ...... to the welfare of many dogs.
Yours sincerely

[sign]
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A short list of people/dog teams that have benefited from the use of prong collars.

· Small people with large dogs. 

· Any person with a dog that seems calm but suddenly bursts into action in some circumstances. 

· People with dogs that are pullers. (dogs choke/gag on a slip collar or ignore a buckle collar)

· Disabled people with limited strength or range-of-motion to properly 'snap' correct a dog wearing a slip collar. A light touch is all that is needed. 

· Persons with dogs with damaged trachea or collapsing tracheas. 

· Persons 'fine-tuning' a dog's responses to commands. 

· Walking more than one dog at the same time.

Certainly not an all inclusive list. 
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